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Robert Brackbill -~ Pennsyive:
Chief, Company Licensing Division Insugance Depr
Pennsylvania Insurance Department

1345 Strawberry Square

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Mr. Brackbill,

Allegheny Valley Hospital (AVH) in Natrona Heights, PA has served the citizens of the
community for over 100 years. AVH is a 228-bed hospital that offers a broad spectrum of
programs, including medical and surgical services, inpatient psychiatric care and
geriatric psychiatric care, cardiology, orthpaedics and cancer care. AVH also operates
outpatient care centers throughout the community in New Kensington, Natrona Heights
and Vandergrift, all providing a range of diagnostic services in easy to access,
convenient locations. AVH employs 1,085 people.

The Allegheny Valley Hospital Trust is the philanthropic source of support for Allegheny
Valley Hospital. The Trust raises and distributes funds that will promote and support the
capital, operational and program needs related to the care of the sick, injured and
disabled and the promotion of health for the patients of Allegheny Valley Hospital. One-
hundred percent of all gifts donated to the Trust remain in the community to serve the
needs of the patients who receive care at Allegheny Valley Hospital.

As a board we represent 15 businesses in the Alle-Kiski Valley that employ hundreds of
individualis.

Recent facility improvements and clinical service expansion projects that have been
supported through gifts to the Trust include a new emergency room that opened in 2010,
an accredited chest pain center, a stroke-telemedicine program and low vision
rehabilitation center, to name a few.

AVH is a member of the West Penn Allegheny Health System (WPAHS) and is able to
extend clinical services for the benefit of the local community by collaborating with
specialists at Allegheny General and other hospitals in the System.
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Recent developments have proceeded even though WPAHS and AVH have struggled to
achieve financial stability for nearly twelve years. The proposed Highmark affiliation is
welcome news on many fronts but particularly in the Alle-Kiski region because of the
Highmark commitment to providing high quality care in the patient’s home community.
This goal mirrors the commitment of our board to raise funds to insure patients and their
families only need to travel for the most complex care provided at tertiary hospitals like

AGH.

On behalf of the businesses and communities that we represent, as well as the
employees and physicians of AVH, we urge you to act quickly to insure financial viability
and choice in hospitals and providers for our region.

Sincerely,

Allegheny Valley Hospital Trust Board

Phy5|cal Therapist
Allegheny Intermediate Unit

George Sandora

Chief Financial Officer
Allegheny Valley Hospital
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Robin Bergstrom
Human Resources Director
Alcoa, Inc.
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Retired
Highlands School District
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Sales Associate
Friday Marketing Group
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Venkatraman Srinivasan, MD
Physician
Tri-County Cardiology
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Gene Becker
Retired

PNC Bank
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M. Stephen Heilman, MD
Chairman and CEO
Vascor, Inc.

Wetkiam M. bamann (1)

William M. Baumann
Community Relations Specialist
ITT Technical Institute
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Philip S. Devereaux

Owner
Devereaux Chevrolet

O
1




Robert Brackbill

Pennsylvania Insurance Department
March 8, 2012

Page 3 of 3

Shirley Freyer

Director of Public Relations
Concordja Lutheran Ministries

Charles J. Jacques |ll, m
Attorney

Jacques & Jacques, PC
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Ned Laubacher
President and CEO
Allegheny Valley Hospital
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William B. McCready
Executive Director
Allegheny Valley Hospital Trust
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G. Jay Schaffner
Retired

Schaffner Manufacturing Company, Inc.

A
Aty p §4{ Y3
et 4 ﬁ/&.«fﬁ;ﬁ/
Irene Staresinic e
Past President

AVH Auxiliary
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Brian R. Jacob
President

WESTARM Therapy & Homecare
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Andrew Kish

Regional Manager

Moosehead USA
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Curt Mating/
Owner

Seita Diamond Jewelers
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Robert Pacek, MD
Retired
Physician

Kevin J. G. Snider, PhD
Chancellor
Penn State University — New Kensington




