
Dear Commissioner Dimemmo,  
 
UPMC has dominated the healthcare delivery market for many years and continues to use its 
substantial resources to try to achieve more market share in western PA. Many consumers have 
been hurt by its efforts to wipe out the competition. The only remaining hope for healthy 
competition is AHN-HighMark.  
 
I urge you to allow HighMark to compete unencumbered with UPMC. I urge you to allow 
HighMark greater flexibility to compete by lifting the regulations you have put on it and its 
relationship with AHN. 
 
Ask yourself, are the same burdensome regulations put on UPMC Insurance? Does UPMC 
Insurance have to inform your office every time it wants to transfer a certain amount of funds to 
help its hospital arm? 
 
Level the playing field because without such equal and fair treatment, the healthcare consumer 
will suffer. 
 
Thank you 
 
Christina Merchant 


